The Public Schools

the one has become eminent while the other has remained obscure.

Public School buildings have been vastly improved in the present
century, especially as regards science laboratories, workshops, and
gymnasiums. But here and there some ill-designed buildings which
would not be tolerated in a LE,A. school still survive, a legacy from
early days, and many well-known Public Schools might look with
envy on some of the modern L.E.A. school premises, Most Public
Schools have extensive playing-fields, and sometimes gardens and
woods of their own; the recently founded school, Canford, has
almost an acre per boy- Near the main school buildings will be the
various Houses in which the boys live; about thirty or forty to a
House. All but the youngest boys generally have separate studies.
In certain schools, e.g. Wellington, the dormitory system is adopted ;
a corridor runs along the middle of a long oblong building and on
either side are small separate rooms, divided by wooden partitions, in
which the boys sleep and do their private study* Centrally placed,
if possible, there will be the school chapel, library* and gymnasium,
and dotted about the school grounds one may note music school*
racket, fives, and squash courts, games pavilion, engineering workshop*
confectioner's shop, swimming-bath* and swimming-pool.

As is well known, games play an important part in the life of the
average school boy- Cricket, football* and (if there is a river) rowing
arc the highest in repute. Hockey is becoming very popular. To
take part in these games is generally compulsory, Among other
sports are boadng, fencing, swimming, cross-country running* In all
these there are inter^House and imer-School matches, and boys are
very keen, to be included in House or School teams* It is sometimes
said that the typical Public School boy thinks of little eke but gam.es,
Certainly he looks up with awe and veneration to the heroes of the
Cricket XI and Football XV, but the public receive a one-sided
impression of Public School life from the daily press, which gives
detailed accounts of the athletic events while the intellectual interests
cannot, of course* have any news value, However, it is all to the good
that team games have taken the place of the loafing, drilling, bullying,
or playing with tops, kites, or marbles of bygone years. They play
an important part in teaching self-control and building up a corporate
spirit

Critics who complain that the curriculum of the Public Schools
is antiquated and quite out of touch with reality do not realise the
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